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MESSAGE 
FROM THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 
TRANSMITTING 

Information relative to the recently-proposed convention ivith China. 

January 3, 1889.—Read and laid upon the table and ordered to be printed. 

To the Senate: 
On or about the twenty-fifth day of September, 1888, I received a 

copy of a resolution, adopted on that day by the Senate in executive 
session, requesting the transmission to that body by the President “of 
all communications and correspondence (not heretofore sent to the 
Senate), under his control, on the subject of the jiroposed convention 
with China, transmitted by him to the Senate by message dated 16tli 
March, 1888, and on the subject of the reported failure of the Govern¬ 
ment of China to finally agree to the same.” 

A few days after the copy of said resolution was received by me, and 
on the 1st day of October, 1888,1 sent a communication to the Congress, 
accompanying my approval of a bill prohibiting the return of Chinese 
laborers to the United States, in which I supposed all the information 
sought under the terms of the Senate resolution above recited was fully 
supplied. 

I beg to refer in this connection to Senate Executive Document No. 
273, first session of the 50th Congress, and especially to page three 
thereof. 

Believing the information contained in said document answered the 
purposes of said Senate resolution, no separate and explicit answer was 
made thereto. 

But in my message of October first, 1888, the tenor and purport of 
a cipher dispatch from our minister in China to the Secretary of State, 
dated September 21,1888, was given, instead of attempting to transmit 
a copy of the same. 

For greater precision, however, and with the object of answering in 
more exact terms the resolution of the Senate, I transmit with this, in 
paraphrase of the cipher, a copy of the said dispatch. I also transmit 
copies of two notes, which accompanied my message of October 1, 1888, 
one from Mr. ShuCheon Pou, charge d’affaires of the Chinese legation 
in this city, dated September 25, 1888, to the Secretary of State, and 
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the other being the reply thereto by the Secretary of State, dated Sep¬ 
tember 26, 1S88—both of which will be found in Senate Executive 
Document No. 273. 

The dispatch and notes above referred to comprise, in the language 
of the Senate resolution, “all communications and correspondence” 
the transmission of which is therein requested. 

Grover Cleveland. 
Executive Mansion, January 2, 1889. 

Peking, September 21,1888. 

Bayard, Washington: 
Chinese Government refuses ratification of treaty, unless opportunity he given to 

discuss, with a view to shortening the period of exclusion, the stipulation fixing the 
restriction at twenty years, and permitting the return to the United States of laborers 
owning one thousand dollars therein, and also making provision for laborers now 
abroad owning less than that sum. 

Denry. 

Chinese Legation, 
Washington, September 25, 1888. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I am in receipt of a cablegram from Lima, 
from the minister of China, Chang Yen Hoon, to the effect that there are three poinls 
in the pending treaty which the Chinese Government regards it is necessary to recon¬ 
sider with your Government, and which the minister instructs me to bring to your 
notice without delay. 

Firstly. Though the two Governments seem to agree on the general pur ose of the 
treaty, it causes dissatisfaction to the Chinese people. It would seem well, therefore, 
to take into consideration the question of some reduction of the peiiod ot suspension 
of the coming of the laborers into the United States. 

Secondly. Article 2 of the treaty, generally speaking, is satisfactory, but it would 
be necessary to permit every Chinese laborer who had returned to Cliina from the 
United States before the signing of this new treaty, and who has property in the 
United States, 1o report tho fact to the Chinese consul, so that he may be enabled to 
return to the United States under a certificate granted him. 

Thirdly. There ought to be a provision for the return of Chinese laborers who have 
property in the United States of the value of less than $1,000. 

The Chinese minister sails from Callao on the 26th instant, and will be back in 
Washington in twenty-two or twenty-three days. As the relations between your 
excellency and the Chinese minister in the transaction of official business has always 
been cordial and harmonious, I hope that some satisfactory conclusion will be reached 
after his return. 

Accept, sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 
Shu Cheon Pon. 

Hon. Thomas F. Bayard, 
Secretary of State. 

Department of State, 
Washington, September 26, 1888. 

Sir: I beg leave to acknowledge your note, dated yesterday, in which you inform 
me that, although the treaty signed and concluded at this capital on the 12th of 
March last between the United States and China, seems 1o meet the views of your 
Government as to its general purpose, yet it causes dissatisfaction to the Chinese 
people, and that there are time certain points in the treaty which the Chineso Gov¬ 
ernment regards it necessary should be reconsidered, and which, by the instruction of 
your minister, you set forth in your note and bring to my notice. 

I am much pleased to learn by your note that the minister expected to sail from 
Peru to-day for this country, and that we may expect his return to this capital iu the 
course of three weeks. His presence here will be assuredly welcomed, and I trust 
that he will renew' the duties of his high office in good health, and continue in ihose 
relations to this Department which have always been so cordial and harmonious. 

Accept, sir, the assurance of my high consideration. 
T. F. Bayard. 

Shu Cheon Pon, etc. 
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To the Senate: 
On or about the twenty-fifth day of September, 1888, I received a 

copy of a resolution, adopted on that day by the Senate in executive 
session, requesting the transmission to that body by the President “of 
all communications and correspondence (not heretofore sent to the 
Senate), under his control, on the subject of the proposed convention 
with China, transmitted by him to the Senate by message dated lGtli 
March, 1888, and on the subject of the reported failure of the Govern¬ 
ment of China to finally agree to the same.” 

A few days after the copy of said resolution was received by me, and 
on the 1st day of October, 1888,1 sent a communication to the Congress, 
accompanying my approval of a bill prohibiting the return of Chinese 
laborers to the United States, in which I supposed all the information 
sought under the terms of the Senate resolution above recited was fully 
supplied. 

I beg to refer in this connection to Senate Executive Document No. 
273, first session of the 50th Congress, and especially to page three 
thereof. 

Believing the information contained in said document answered the 
purposes of said Senate resolution, no separate and explicit answer was 
made thereto. 

But in my message of October first, 1888, the tenor and purport of 
a cipher dispatch from our minister in China to the Secretary of State, 
dated September 21,1888, was given, instead of attempting to transmit 
a copy of the same. 

For greater precision, however, and with the object of answering in 
more exact terms the resolution of the Senate, I transmit with this, in 
paraphrase of the cipher, a copy of the said dispatch. I also transmit 
copies of two notes, which accompanied my message of October 1, 1888, 
one from Mr. Shu Cheon Pon, chargd d’affaires of the Chinese legation 
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in this city, dated September 25, 1888, to the Secretary of State, and 
the other being the reply thereto by the Secretary of State, dated Sep¬ 
tember 26, 1888—both of which will be found in Senate Executive 
Document No. 273. 

The dispatch and notes above referred to comprise, in the language 
of the Senate resolution, “all communications and correspondence” 
the transmission of which is therein requested. 

Grover Cleveland. 
Executive Mansion, January 2, 1889. 

Peking, September 21,1888. 
Bayard, Washington: 

Chinese Government refuses ratification of treaty, unless opportunity be given to 
discuss, with a view to shortening the period of exclusion, the stipulation fixing the 
restriction at twenty years, and permitting the return to the United States of laborers 
owning one thousand dollars therein, and also making provision for laborers now 
abroad owning less than that sum. 

Denby. 

Chinese Legation, 
Washington, September 25, 1888. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that I am in receipt of a cablegram from Lima, 
from the minister of China, Chang Yen IIoou, to the effect that there arc three points 
in the pending treaty which the Chinese Government regards it is necessary to recon¬ 
sider with your Government, and which the minister instructs me to bring to your 
notice without delay. 

Firstly. Though the two Governments seem to agree on the general purpose of the 
treaty, it causes dissatisfaction to the Chinese people. It would seem well, therefore, 
to take into consideration the question of some reduction of the period of suspension 
of the coming of the laborers into the United States. 

Secondly. Article 2 of the treaty, generally speaking, is satisfactory, but it would 
bo necessary to permit every Chinese laborer who had returned to China from the 
United States before the signing of this new treaty, and who has property in the 
United States, to report the fact to the Chinese consul, so that he may be enabled to 
return to the United States under a certificate granted him. 

Thirdly. There ought to be a provision for the return of Chinese laborers who have 
property in the United States of the value of less than $1,000. 

The Chinese minister sails from Callao on the 26th instant, and will be back in 
Washington in twenty-two or twenty-three days. As the relations between your 
excellency and the Chinese minister in 1 he transaction of official business have always 
been cordial and harmonious, I hope that some satisfactory conclusion wrill be reached 
after his return. 

Accept, sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 
Shu Cheon Pon. 

Hon. Thomas F. Bayard, 
Secretary of State. 

Department of State, 
Washington, September 26, 1888. 

Sir: I beg leave to acknowledge your note, dated yesterday, iu which you inform 
me that, although the treaty signed and concluded at this capital on the 12th of 
March last between the United States and China seems to meet the views of your 
Government as to its general purpose, yet it causes dissatisfaction to the Chinese 
people, and that there are three certain points in the treaty w hich the Chinese Gov¬ 
ernment regards it necessary should be reconsidered, and which, by the instruction of 
your minister, you set forth in your note and bring to my notice. 

I am much pleased to learn by your note that the minister expected to sail from 
Peru to-day for this country, and that we may expect his return to this capital in the 
course of three weeks. His presence here w ill be assuredly welcomed^ and I trust 
that he will renew the duties of his high office in good health, and continue in those 
relations to this Department which have always been so cordial and harmonious. 

Accept, sir, the assurance of my high consideration. 
T. F. Bayard. 

Shu Cheon Pon, etc. 
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To the Senate: 
I desire to supplement the message yesterday sent to your honorable 

body in response to a Senate executive resolution dated September 25, 
1888, asking the transmission of certain communications and corre¬ 
spondence on the subject of the recent proposed convention with China 
and the reported failure of the Government of China to finally agree 
to the same, by adding to said response two telegrams I omitted there¬ 
from which were sent in cipher by the Secretary of State to our minis¬ 
ter at Peking, and which may be considered by the Senate relevant to 
the subject of its inquiry. 

One of said dispatches is as follows: 
Washington, September 4, 1888. 

Dknby, Minister, Peking: 
Rejection of treaty is reported here. What information have you ? 

Bayard. 

Two replies to this dispatch were made by our minister to China, 
dated respectively September 5th and September 6th, 1888. They were 
heretofore and on September 7,1888, sent to the Senate, and are printed 
in Senate Executive Document No. 271. 

The other of said dispatches is as follows: 

Washington, September 18, 1888. 
Denby, Minister, Peking: 

The bill has passed both houses of Congress for total exclusion of Chinese and 
awaits President’s approval. Public feeling on the Pacific, coast excited in favor of 
it and situation is critical. Impress upon Government of China necessity for instant 
decision in the interest of treaty relations and amity. 

Bayard. 

The answer of our minister at Peking to this dispatch, dated Septem¬ 
ber 21st, 1888, was yesterday sent to the Senate with the message to 
which this is a supplement. 

The matters herein contained are now transmitted, to the end that 
they may, if deemed pertinent, be added to the response already made 
to the Senate resolution of inquiry, and with the intent that in any 
view of the subject the answer to said resolution may be full and 
complete. 

Grover Cleveland. 
Executive Mansion, January 3d, 1889. 

O 




		Superintendent of Documents
	2023-06-26T23:00:43-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




